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It must be fate.  Not only did I receive your newsletter today, but also I met an old neighbour at the weekend who happens to have a daughter diagnosed with Reflex Anoxic Seizures.

The Symptoms 

My daughter Keeley has suffered with RAS for six years now.  We deal with the RAS but I still find a seizure frightening.  I try to treat Keeley as ‘normally’ as her sisters but it isn’t easy.

How can a child (7 next birthday) deal with RAS as well as she does?  Keeley is very knowledgeable about RAS, understanding and explaining with great detail.  She copes better than I do.  Keeley has progressed from Nursery to Primary School with ease, and is doing so well it almost astounds me.  She reads arid writes with such enthusiasm it is great to see.

Not only does Keeley suffer with RAS, she is also allergic to penicillin, has eczema, uses a ventilator, has a weak ankle and is on a waiting list to have her tonsils removed.  I often ask, why Keeley?  Why us?  Will she grow out of it?  Will there finally be a time when the seizures cease to happen? 


The Conclusion

Does she have a normal childhood?  As Keeley’s Mum, I want to do the best for her that I can and it sometimes feels that this is not possible when confronted with RAS.  I get no support or help from my GP.  The Paediatrician who diagnosed Keeley discharged her, as the RAS is stable.  I don’t know how we would manage without the support group.

Keeley and I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone involved with the support group.  It is so valuable to have a contact point for information, listening, understanding and sharing.
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