
Promoting better understanding, diagnosis, 
treatment and quality of life for individuals 

with cardiac arrhythmias
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 If your heart rhythm is too slow, the device can give your heart 
extra beats by working as a normal pacemaker. This is called anti-
bradycardia pacing

  If your heart beats too fast, the ICD can give you a burst of extra beats 
at an even faster rate which will normally return your heart back to a 
normal rhythm. This is called anti-tachycardia pacing (or ATP) 

  If the anti-tachycardia pacing doesn’t bring your heart back to a 
normal rhythm, or if the ICD senses a faster rhythm called ventricular 
fi brillation, the ICD can then give a higher energy shock. This is called 
defi brillation
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CRT Pacemakers

 CRT ICDs
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  If you have a problem with the electrical pathways in the heart, which 
means your heart beat is too slow and the left side of your heart is 
beating out of time with the right. 

  Also, your overall heart function is markedly less than normal and you 
suffer with symptoms of heart failure despite medication and lifestyle 
changes.


